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Submissions for the January 2nd Path-O-Gram must be sent to cbeck@pathcrisis.org on or before Thursday, December 29th.  I will be out of the office on the 2nd and someone else will be sending out the POG for me. 
YWCA BABYSITTING CLINIC REGISTRATION OPEN

The YWCA McLean County is currently accepting registrations for a Babysitting Clinic to be offered on Wednesday, December 28 and Thursday, December 29 (1 – 4:30 pm each day), at YWCA, 1201 N. Hershey Road, Bloomington. Children must be at least 11 years old to attend. Cost for the clinic will be $30. Certification will be awarded to those who attend all of the sessions and pass a test.

The clinic will offer training in first aid, basic safety guidelines for the babysitter and the child, emergency procedures, age-appropriate activities to do while babysitting, interviewing questions and how to be a responsible sitter. Training will be provided in part by guest speakers from the McLean County Health Department, YWCA Stepping Stones staff, as well as “Introduction to Babysitting” videos.

Early registration is encouraged. Class size will be limited to 30 participants. Registration and payment are being accepted at YWCA Child Care front desk, 1201 N. Hershey Rd., Bloomington (upper level). For additional information, please contact or Anita Conrad or Liz German at 662-7826.

Ready to purchase your own home??  The time is NOW! We are recruiting for Build Group 6. Get your application in before it is too late.....we only have 2 spots left!

Self Help housing is a process in which the borrower contributes labor toward their home with the technical assistance of YouthBuild McLean County and qualifies for a government loan through USDA Rural Development 

In contributing labor families build sweat equity in their new homes, substantially lowering the cost of homeownership. No down payment is required for this program. To find out more details, view a video on the process, & fill out an application please visit us online at:

http://www.youthbuildmcleancounty.org/joomla15/index.php?view=article&catid=1%3Alatest&id=67%3Aself-help-application-instructions&option=com_content&Itemid=2 
Eligible applicants must be working or self-employed. Families or individuals must have strong positive rental history and meet specific credit guidelines. A certified housing counselor will meet with you individually to review specific qualifications. If credit repair is needed YouthBuild also can guide families through this process free of charge. 

If you would prefer to pick up an application please visit us at YouthBuild McLean County (360 Wylie Drive, Suite 305 Normal, IL 61761).

For questions contact Liz Franz: selfhelp@youthbuildmcleancounty.org
Add Joining Toastmasters to your New Year’s Resolution!

Have you started your list of New Year’s resolutions for 2012 yet? Consider adding “Improving Leadership and Communication Skills” to the list. Toastmasters can help you stick to those New Year’s resolutions by helping you develop leadership skills, gain confidence in public speaking, give powerful business presentations, conduct effective training seminars, and receive constructive feedback in a supportive environment-all of which can help propel you forward in your career!

Voices for Service Toastmasters Club welcomes anyone that would like to improve their leadership or communication skills. The club meets the first and third Tuesday of the month from 11:30am-12:30pm at Chestnut Health Systems (1003 Martin Luther King Dr, Bloomington). Please feel free to visit our club meetings! If you would like more information or have questions, you can contact Molly Casteel, VP of Public Relations, by email at mcasteel@chestnut.org or by phone at 309.820.3545.

Domestic Violence 40 hour Training-Mid Central Community Action Countering Domestic Violence Program will be offering its 40 hour Domestic Violence training on January 18 through January 27, 2012 from 12pm-5pm. The training is open to professionals and individuals interested in learning more about the dynamics of domestic violence and helping domestic violence survivors. The training will be held at Mid Central Community Action Conference room.  Please call Senna at 309-834-9249 by January 11th to reserve a spot.  Registration fee is $100. For more information and registration, please go to the MCCA website at http://www.mccainc.org/programs/countering-domestic-violence/cdv-40-hour-training/. 
Habitat is Seeking Families/Individuals to Partner with for Homeownership

Are you in need of a home?



Is your residence overcrowded?

Is your rent too high for your income?

Do you live in an unsafe neighborhood?

Does your residence need constant repairs?

Are you unable to qualify for homeownership 







through other options?

If you answered yes to any of these questions (or know someone who would), HFHMC would love to assist you along the path to homeownership.

Habitat for Humanity is a Christian housing ministry that partners with individuals and families who have a genuine need for a decent home.  Habitat selects homeowners based on a need for housing, ability to make monthly mortgage payments, and willingness to partner. Eligibility is also based on HUD income guidelines.
Ways to Apply
· Call our office at 309-827-3931 to receive a pre-application form.

· Visit us online at www.habitatmclean.org to fill out a Home Interest Form or print out a pre-application

· Stop by our office at 301 N. Main St. in Downtown Bloomington

Characteristics of the House

Approx. $500 down payment, $500 monthly mortgage payment

No less than a 3 Bedroom House

5-Star Energy Star Rating

FREE!!!  PARENT EXPO – Saturday February 18th 2012 from 8:30 am – 1:30 pm at Trinity Lutheran Church, 801 S. Madison St., Bloomington, IL

Parents and caregivers of kids from birth to age 12 are invited to attend. Attend one or more FREE parent education sessions and learn about community resources during this family-centered day, just for parents. 
Information session topics include:

*Bully-Proofing Your Child
*Love and Logic®

*Sports Injuries

*Study Skills

*Cooking for Fun

*Power of Play

*Childhood Obesity

*Parents Right to Say NO

*Early Literacy

Child care is provided for children three years and over at no charge with reservations.  Call Aly at 834-5266 for child care reservations by 2/10/12.  Limited Spaces are Available.

Today’s volunteers are the advocates for your organization in the future.  Volunteers provide positive word of mouth promotion and publicity, and help cultivate a broader base of supporters for your organization and its mission. Volunteers also tend to become very loyal donors.  The best way to reach potential volunteers is to register your organization on United Way of McLean County’s online volunteer website.  We currently have 503 volunteers registered on our site – and they are all looking for ways to get involved and give back to our community.  It is a simple process to register and it’s free!  Just go to www.uwaymc.org, click on the Volunteer tab and Volunteer Center, and follow the easy registration process.  If you would like more information or have any questions, please feel free to contact Gary Leake at gleake@uwaymc.org or call 309.828.7383. 

New year, new possibilities.  Join Network Christian Church on a quest for financial peace with Dave Ramsey’s “Financial Peace University”.  Thirteen lessons designed to help you get out of debt, build wealth, and have financial peace.  Classes will start on Wednesday, January 11 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 61 Brookshire Grn, Bloomington.  Contact Dan Jassman at 309-807-0046 or danj@networkchristian.org with any questions or to register.

YWCA Presents the Women’s Empowerment Party
1/8/12 (5-7 pm), YWCA McLean County

$12 cost (light dinner included)

Abundance Coach Debbie Delgado to discuss five secrets for creating the happy, peaceful and prosperous 2012 you desire.

Reservation deadline 1/6/12

Contact Norene Ball, nball@ywcamclean.org
Visit website www.ywcamclean.org/empower
McLean County Juvenile Justice Council

Request for Proposals for Summer Jobs Program for At-Risk Youth in Bloomington-Normal
Issued: November 1, 2011
Submittal Deadline: January 20, 2012
http://www.mcleancountyil.gov/index.aspx?nid=589
Have you ever had a breastfeeding mom… 
-  who wonders if she is producing enough milk?

-  who questions if her baby is gaining weight?

-  whose doctor is suggesting supplements of formula for medical/nonmedical reasons?

-  who is calling you for nursing support and you simply do not have enough time/knowledge to help?

-  who just needs to connect with other people nursing for support?

 

If you answered yes to any of these, please refer the mom to Weigh-In Wednesdays for Breastfed Babes!    
    
WHERE: WIC Clinic, Rm. 104 of the McLean County Health Dept.

WHEN:  EVERY Wednesday afternoon from 1-3pm; no appointment needed!  

WHO: This service is open to pregnant women and those providing breast milk to any degree that are current WIC or Family Case Management clients, or who are Medicaid eligible for WIC/Family Case services.  

WHY:  to build confidence, provide expert advice, and a base of support for low-income mothers who nurse

At these Wednesday sessions, moms can…

-  weigh in and track baby's growth

-  get answers to common questions

-  meet other nursing moms like them

-  access expert breast feeding help and advice

We now have two IBCLC’s available to assist families, as well as an entire staff dedicated to encouraging and supporting breastfeeding goals.  For more information, please call our Peer Counselor at 309-888-5971 or 309-838-1656, or email brandy.hansen@mcleancountyil.gov .  You can also find online breastfeeding resources any time under the Maternal-Child Health heading at http://health.mcleancountyil.gov/  
Fundraising Opportunities:  
The Child Protection Network  (Children’s Advocacy Center & CASA) presents:

Just Kids at Heart ~ Blue Kids Benefit 2012 (formerly known as TIPaVIP)
Saturday, February 18, 2012 at the Marriott Hotel 5-9p.m.

Plated Dinner, Silent & Live Auctions, Raffles, Games

Tickets available - $65.  Call 309-888-5656.

Volunteer Opportunities:  
Become a PATH Hotline Volunteer:  Adult volunteers are needed to answer phones on the 24- hour hotline. Volunteering your time on the hotline offers a rewarding experience and a great opportunity to give back to your community.  A complete training program and professional back-up is provided. Our training program teaches you everything you need to know, including communication techniques and community resources. The next 8-week training class begins January 26th. If interested, the volunteer application is available on-line at www.pathcrisis.org. Classroom training meets on Thursdays from 6 to 9 pm. Questions? Call Jared at 834-0541.
Check out this volunteer opportunity at the YWCA! Smart Sprouts is a program that provides volunteer mentors an opportunity to work with elementary students one-on-one and in small group settings during the after school hours of 3:30 – 5:00pm.  Volunteers are able to participate as little as an hour a week, or as many as 5 hours per week, based upon your schedule.  The Smart Sprouts program is held at 19 different schools and community centers throughout the Bloomington-Normal area.  We have on-site coordinators to provide you any assistance you may need, and professional curriculum guides created to help you with your mentoring experience as well. For more information, please contact Julie Navickas at 309-662-0461 ext. 285 or jnavickas@ywcamclean.org. 

Employment Opportunities:  
Mid Central Community Action, Inc. is seeking a Part-Time Residential Advocate at Neville House to provide quality services to residential families and hotline callers.

Qualifications include:

· Associate’s Degree or related work/volunteer experience

· Dedication and commitment to victims/survivors of domestic violence

· Ability to educate, equip, and empower adults and youth

· Ability to utilize sound judgment and problem solving skills

· Ability to respond effectively and efficiently in a crisis situation

· Ability to multi-task and attend to detail

· Ability to work independently and in a team environment

For consideration:
· Must present 40-hour domestic violence training certificate OR be available to complete 40 hour training upon being hired. 

· Must be available to work one of the following shifts (12am-8am or 4pm-12am on Sundays) & holidays. 

· Submit cover letter and completed agency application to melissas@mccainc.org or 1301 W. Washington St. Bloomington, IL  61701.  

The next Path-O-Gram will go out around Monday, January 2, 2012.  All submissions must be received by Thursday, December 20th.   If you have anything you’d like included please see the submission information in the footer. [image: image6.jpg]FPAITI
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If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe from the Path-O-Gram please e-mail cbeck@pathcrisis.org.

All information is printed as it is received (cut and pasted), if you have any questions about a specific listing please contact the appropriate agency.  If you would like to submit an item for publication please send a paragraph or two about your announcement electronically to cbeck@pathcrisis.org.  Fliers cannot be included but we can include a link to your website.  


The Path-O-Gram is sent out every other week.   Current and previous issues, as well as “Special Editions”, local agency announcements, calendars, and more can be found on our website: www.pathcrisis.org.
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