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FREE!!!  PARENT EXPO – Saturday February 18th 2012 from 8:30 am – 1:30 pm at Trinity Lutheran Church, 801 S. Madison St., Bloomington, IL

Parents and caregivers of kids from birth to age 12 are invited to attend. Attend one or more FREE parent education sessions and learn about community resources during this family-centered day, just for parents. 
Information session topics include:

*Bully-Proofing Your Child
*Love and Logic®

*Sports Injuries

*Study Skills

*Cooking for Fun

*Power of Play

*Childhood Obesity

*Parents Right to Say NO

*Early Literacy

Child care is provided for children three years and over at no charge with reservations.  Call Aly at 834-5266 for child care reservations by 2/10/12.  Limited Spaces are Available.

Go Red CONNECT Casting Call Event – Saturday, February 4 at Macy’s at Eastland Mall
The American Heart Association is asking women with a connection to heart disease to share their stories at a casting call event. Women sharing their stories will receive makeup applications courtesy of Macy’s, and can enjoy a fashion show and other activities. For more information, please go to www.heart.org/Bloomington. To register, please contact Carrie Skogsberg at carrie.skogsberg@heart.org or 217-698-3838 ext 5. 

Do you or someone you know have a family member/friend incarcerated?  There is a support group that meets every other Saturday morning at the Center for Health at Ft. Jesse Rd, 2200 Ft. Jesse Rd, Normal.  The next scheduled meeting is on Saturday, January 7th from 10-11:30 a.m. in the Wes Becker Community Room located on the 1st floor.  Please enter through the west entrance.  If you have questions, contact the Joy Care Center office at 309-827-7919.  Leave a message and someone will return your call.
The Human Service Council will be meeting at LIFE Center for Independent Living on January 10th from 12:00 to 1:00 pm.  Home Sweet Home Mission will be speaking on their new services for the community and updates on the Shelter’s programs. Feel free to bring your lunch and enjoy quality time with fellow human service professionals in a relaxed yet informative atmosphere.  

From the Bloomington Public Library:
WINTER READING PROGRAMS

My First Reading Program “Take Twenty … Read to Your Bunny” - January 16-February 27

During this program, we encourage every parent to take 20 minutes each day to “Read to Your Bunny.”

Sign up your bunny for a fun-filled reading and activity program geared just for the itty bitty library user (ages newborn to 35 months).

Register in the Children’s Department, on the Bookmobile, or online at www.BloomingtonLibrary.org between January 16 and February 27 to receive your activity log. 

The activity log needs to be returned between February 6 and February 27.  Each parent-child duo to complete their log and return it to the Children’s Department or the Bookmobile will be entered into a drawing for our Grand Prize — a $200 assortment of educational toys which is sponsored by the Friends of BPL. 

Adult Winter Reading Begins January 8: One lucky reader will win a Kindle Touch! - Sunday, January 8-Sunday, March 11

Beginning January 8, adults are invited to sign up for the 2012 Winter Reading Program. Those who complete the program will have a chance to win a Kindle Touch Wi-Fi eBook Reader which was donated to the program by the Friends of Bloomington Public Library.

Interested parties can sign up online or in person at the Library's Adult Services Desk or on the Bookmobile. Participants will receive their reading log when they register.

The program will last nine weeks, and those who finish will have read at least five books during that time. Once a person has recorded on their log the titles and authors of the five books they've read, they need to turn the completed log in on the Bookmobile or at the Adult Services Desk. 

The deadline for turning in completed reading logs is 5 p.m. on Sunday, March 11.  

Only titles of Teen and Adult books and audiobooks will be accepted. One log will be drawn at random on March 12. The person whose name is on that reading log will win the Kindle Touch. 

Participants will also be encouraged to submit reviews of the books they've read. Look for more information about the review process when you register and receive your reading log.

FOR THE COLLEGE BOUND AND THEIR PARENTS

Plan now for the Library’s FAFSA Workshop - Tuesday, February 7

Kevin McKenzie of the Illinois Student Assistance Commission will lead an informational FAFSA presentation at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, February 7, in the Community Room. He will discuss the Financial Aid Process and then assist those who would like help filling out the online FAFSA form. Come armed with questions and a laptop (or use one of ours).

DID YOU GET AN eReader FOR CHRISTMAS?- Learn to use your eReader

Many people got eReaders as gifts this past holiday season. What you may not realize is that there are plenty of eBooks available for checkout from the Library – for free! This 90-minute class will introduce you to downloading eBooks and AudioBooks to your device of choice. Please bring your own device (and laptop if you have one) and your specific questions. Laptops will also be set up in our Community Room for this program. This class will be offered five times this spring:
	Monday, January 16, 6:30-8 p.m.
	Saturday, February 11, 3-4:30 p.m.

	Monday, March 19, 6:30-8 p.m.
	Monday, April 16, 6:30-8 p.m.

	Thursday, May 17, 6:30-8 p.m.
	


Ready to purchase your own home??  The time is NOW! We are recruiting for Build Group 6. Get your application in before it is too late.....we only have 2 spots left!

Self Help housing is a process in which the borrower contributes labor toward their home with the technical assistance of YouthBuild McLean County and qualifies for a government loan through USDA Rural Development 

In contributing labor families build sweat equity in their new homes, substantially lowering the cost of homeownership. No down payment is required for this program. To find out more details, view a video on the process, & fill out an application please visit us online at:

http://www.youthbuildmcleancounty.org/joomla15/index.php?view=article&catid=1%3Alatest&id=67%3Aself-help-application-instructions&option=com_content&Itemid=2 

Eligible applicants must be working or self-employed. Families or individuals must have strong positive rental history and meet specific credit guidelines. A certified housing counselor will meet with you individually to review specific qualifications. If credit repair is needed YouthBuild also can guide families through this process free of charge. 

If you would prefer to pick up an application please visit us at YouthBuild McLean County (360 Wylie Drive, Suite 305 Normal, IL 61761).

For questions contact Liz Franz: selfhelp@youthbuildmcleancounty.org
YWCA SENIOR SERVICES OFFERS FREE WALK-IN MEDICARE INSURANCE COUNSELING FOR SENIOR CITIZENS AND THEIR FAMILIES
The Senior Health Insurance Program (SHIP) offers free Medicare counseling services to older adults and their families. The Illinois Department of Insurance certified volunteers are available to counsel in four insurance areas: Medicare Supplement and Medicare Advantage insurance, prescription drug plans and long-term care insurance. The dates and locations for the walk-in counseling service are: 

January 9, 1-2 pm, Westminster Village, 2025 E. Lincoln, Bloomington
January 10, 1-3 pm, Advocate BroMenn Regional Medical Center, Normal 

January 11, Community Cancer Center, 407 E. Vernon Ave., #1, Normal (by appointment only, call 

309-451-8500)
January 17, OSF St. Joseph Medical Center (Center for Healthy Lifestyles), Bloomington, (by 


appointment only, call 309-661-5151)

January 23, Evergreen Place, 801 Gregory, Normal (by appointment only, call 309-662-0461)

January 24, 1-3 pm, Normal Township Community Activity Center, One Normal Plaza, Normal

For more information, call YWCA-RSVP at (309) 662-0461. 

ILLINOIS PRAIRIE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
ANNOUNCES ITS 2012 SMALL GRANTS ROUND

Illinois Prairie Community Foundation will begin accepting Letters of Intent for its annual small grants round on January 3, 2012. IPCF General Grants are made to programs that focus on human services, education, health and wellness, environment, work force development, and/or land use. 
Mirza Arts and Culture Fund Grants are made to programs that focus on visual and performing arts, and/or arts training, education, and appreciation.
Grant awards generally range from $500 to $5,000. This year $20,000 is available for IPCF General Grants and $25,000 for Mirza Arts and Culture Fund Grants. 
Please visit the Grants section of our website at www.ilprairiecf.org for complete information and timetable.

Fundraising Opportunities:  
The Child Protection Network  (Children’s Advocacy Center & CASA) presents:

Just Kids at Heart ~ Blue Kids Benefit 2012 (formerly known as TIPaVIP)
Saturday, February 18, 2012 at the Marriott Hotel 5-9p.m.

Plated Dinner, Silent & Live Auctions, Raffles, Games

Tickets available - $65.  Call 309-888-5656.

2012 McLean County Chamber of Commerce Annual Gala – Saturday, January 28, 2012 starting at 5:30 pm at the Doubletree by Hilton.

Excellence shines where opportunity and innovation meet hard work and dedication.

Please join us at the 2012 McLean County Chamber of Commerce Annual Gala as we celebrate the courage and creativity of our local visionaries and honor their successors with the third annual Business Excellence Awards.

Cost to attend is $90 per person. Tables of ten are available. Click here to register on-line or contact Pat Grosso at 309-829-6344. 

Save Saturday, January 28 on your calendar and make plans to attend the 2012 Annual Gala. It promises to be an evening unlike any you’ve ever experienced!  


The Bloomington Public Library’s 3rd Annual Putt with the Prose Fundraiser is coming in February!  Sunday, February 12, 1-5 p.m.

Bloomington Public Library will CLOSED to the public on Sunday, February 12, 2012, for its 3rd Annual Putt with the Prose fundraiser. Money raised will be used to purchase eBooks for the Children's Department.

For $5 per person, golfers of all ages are welcome to play a round of Miniature Golf inside the Library. Door prizes will be given away throughout the event.
Presale tickets will be sold at the Library from Jan. 8-Feb. 11, 2012, for $4 each.
Volunteer Opportunities:  
Become a PATH Hotline Volunteer:  Adult volunteers are needed to answer phones on the 24- hour hotline. Volunteering your time on the hotline offers a rewarding experience and a great opportunity to give back to your community.  A complete training program and professional back-up is provided. Our training program teaches you everything you need to know, including communication techniques and community resources. The next 8-week training class begins January 26th. If interested, the volunteer application is available on-line at www.pathcrisis.org. Classroom training meets on Thursdays from 6 to 9 pm. Questions? Call Jared at 834-0541.
Employment Opportunities:  
Summer Camp Positions available at Girl Scouts of Central Illinois (50 positions) Apply on line at www.girlsocuts-gsci.org or contact Patti Flynn at pflynn@girlsocuts-gsci.org. 

The next Path-O-Gram will go out around Monday, January 16, 2012.  If you have anything you’d like included please see the submission information in the footer. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3.png]
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If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe from the Path-O-Gram please e-mail cbeck@pathcrisis.org.

All information is printed as it is received (cut and pasted), if you have any questions about a specific listing please contact the appropriate agency.  If you would like to submit an item for publication please send a paragraph or two about your announcement electronically to cbeck@pathcrisis.org.  Fliers cannot be included but we can include a link to your website.  


The Path-O-Gram is sent out every other week.   Current and previous issues, as well as “Special Editions”, local agency announcements, calendars, and more can be found on our website: www.pathcrisis.org.
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